
Smith Elementary PTO  
Meeting Minutes  

October 9, 2018 
Present: Mindy Bodenhorn (President), Melissa Stroupe (Vice President), Melinda 

Niezgoda (Volunteer Coordinator), Eric Macwhinney (Secretary), 
Rochelle Thomson, Karen McCulloch, Lynn Tattman, Carrie McMahon, 
Renee Bruestle, Amanda Owens, Cathy Courtice  

Location: Smith School Library, Delaware, OH 
Next meeting: PTO General Meeting, November 13, 2018  7PM 
  

I. Meeting called to order 7:00 PM by Mindy Bodenhorn 

II. Principal’s Report (Rochelle Thompson) 

• The author of Mustaches for Maddie visited Smith. The author spoke to the children 
regarding compassion 

• Fifth grade club is going strong.  Over 70 students have joined and they meet once per 
week during lunch 

• Pacer Pride Club – bulletin boards that recognize students for good deeds 
• David Shannon author visit on 10/23/18 for kindergarten and first grade 
• The Scholastic book fair is coming up. This year’s literacy event will be Thursday, 10/25. 
• The Halloween costume parade will by 10/31 at 2:15pm, weather permitting. 
• Biztown was an exciting event. The only complaint was that it didn’t last longer than one 

day. CEO’s spoke to students. Students participated in mock job interviews. 

III. Treasurer’s Report (Todd Miller) 

• New fundraising ideas 
o Fortmeyer spring flower sale 
o Butter braids sale 

• See attached Treasurer’s Report 

IV. Arts Council Report (Karen McCulloch) 

• First grade performance will be 10/18/18 
• Second grade is working on fables in teams of two with a performance planned for the 

end of October 
• Currently looking for a teaching artist to write music to compliment Candace’s program. 
• Eric Payton is working with the fifth grade on drumming. 
• The first half of the OAC grant will be received in the next week with the second half 

coming in January. 

V. Volunteer Coordinator’s Report (Melinda Niezgoda) 

• A paper student directory will be created. 
o A letter will be going home with students to opt into the directory. 

• A welcome packet will be put together for all new students moving into Smith during the 
school year. 



VI. Secretary’s Report (Eric Macwhinney) 

• Vote on last month’s minutes 
o Melissa moved to approve minutes, Cathy seconded, minutes approval passed 

VII. New Business 

• Literacy Council 
o A new branch of the PTO similar to Arts Council 
o Will be self-funded via Read-a-Thon during Right to Read week in March 
o Melissa moved to form Literacy Council on a 2 year trial basis, Eric seconded, 

approved 
• Fourth graders will be elves this year at the Holiday Workshop 

o Fifth grade will be helpers 
o Vendors are invited this year to sell their wares 

VIII.  Old Business 

• Kindergarten and third grade went to the fair 
• Fourth grade visited the Ohio History Connection 

o Students looked at historic pictures of Delaware 
o Participated in scavenger hunt 

• Conference dinners 
o Cathy will spearhead the food set up 

• Carnival 
o The bounce house vendor we use sent an invoice for the full amount, Lynn is 

checking to see if it was sent in error. 
• The address for PTO bank statements needs changed from Lynn’s address to the 

Smith’s address. 

IX. Next Meeting Date 

• November 13th at 7pm in the Smith Library. 

X. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

 
Submitted by Eric Macwhinney, PTO Secretary 
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